Turkey as 'a positive other': a theoretical discussion to comprehend the British media's view on Turkey-EU relations by Paksoy, A.F. & Negrine, R.
This is a repository copy of Turkey as 'a positive other': a theoretical discussion to 
comprehend the British media's view on Turkey-EU relations.
White Rose Research Online URL for this paper:
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/107529/
Version: Accepted Version
Article:
Paksoy, A.F. and Negrine, R. orcid.org/0000-0001-8080-5121 (2016) Turkey as 'a positive 
other': a theoretical discussion to comprehend the British media's view on Turkey-EU 
relations. Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, 18 (5). pp. 494-505. ISSN 
1944-8953 
https://doi.org/10.1080/19448953.2016.1196019
This is an Accepted Manuscript of an article published by Taylor & Francis in Journal of 
Balkan and Near Eastern Studies on 05/07/2016, available online: 
http://www.tandfonline.com/10.1080/19448953.2016.1196019.
eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/
Reuse 
Unless indicated otherwise, fulltext items are protected by copyright with all rights reserved. The copyright 
exception in section 29 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 allows the making of a single copy 
solely for the purpose of non-commercial research or private study within the limits of fair dealing. The 
publisher or other rights-holder may allow further reproduction and re-use of this version - refer to the White 
Rose Research Online record for this item. Where records identify the publisher as the copyright holder, 
users can verify any specific terms of use on the publisher’s website. 
Takedown 
If you consider content in White Rose Research Online to be in breach of UK law, please notify us by 
emailing eprints@whiterose.ac.uk including the URL of the record and the reason for the withdrawal request. 
1 
Turkey as 'a positive Other': A theoretical discussion to 
comprehend the British media's view on Turkey-EU relations 
 
Alaaddin F. Paksoy  
 
Faculty of Communication Sciences, Anadolu University, 26470, Eskisehir, Turkey 
 
Ralph Negrine 
 
Department of Journalism Studies, University of Sheffield, 9 Mappin Street, S1 4DT, Sheffield, UK 
 
ABSTRACT 
No country has waited at the front door of the EU as long as Turkey yet. In addition to 
7XUNH\¶VGLIIHUHQWVWDWXVFRPSDUHGWRWKH(8PHPEHUVKLSFDQGidacy processes of other 
countries, there is also an awkward relationship between the EU and the UK, and 
inevitably the British media. Therefore, this article seeks to present an analytical 
framework which draws on thH QRWLRQ RI ³a positive Other´ while explaining the 
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI 7XUNH\¶V (8 ELG LQ WKH %ULWLVK PHGLD 7KH UHVHDUFK GLVFXVVHV WKH
inadequacy of Orientalism and Self/Other nexus to understand the context in the British 
coverage and highlights the ³essentialist´ and ³functionalist´ approaches in its attempt to 
explain the differences within the EU in exploring the fundamentals of the EU and the 
view about Turkish membership. 
 
Keywords: Turkey; the EU; the British media; Orientalism; a positive Other 
 
Introduction 
7XUNH\¶VPRVWUHFHQWIDLOHGDttempt to become a member of the European Union in the 
first decade of this century occasioned a great deal of soul searching and comment 
amongst European intellectuals, media commentators and political actors. It opened up 
a whole series of discussions about what it meant to be European and about the nature 
of the essence of the European Union and the idea of a united Europe. It also 
occasioned much reflection on the historical relations - and boundaries - between 
Europe/ the West and the Ottoman Empire / Turkey / the East.  
  Whilst all these discussions were challenging and valuable in highlighting 
complex issues of identity and place - Who is European? Where is Europe? Who is not 
European, and so on - there were some other areas of enquiry that set off different 
concerns. One of these was the very different perspectives or approaches to the subject 
RI7XUNH\¶VDFFHVVLRQWKDWFRXOGEHIRXQGDPRQJVWGLIIHUHQWPHPEHUVRIWKH(XURSHDQ
Union. So, for example, there were some differences between the ways in which the 
British political establishment, including the media, looked at the question of accession 
and the French or German establishment. Although all, in one way or another, sought to 
place the discussion within the context of a wider discussion about the (8¶V IXWXUH
identity and the rationale of European integration1, at base the discussion was about the 
QDWXUHRI(XURSHDQGRI7XUNH\DVWKHµRWKHU¶ 
 6XFK DQ DSSURDFK WRH[SORULQJ 7XUNH\¶V IDLOHG DSSOLFDWLRQ KDV FHUWDLQO\ SURYHG
fruitful and has produced a large body of work. However, we would argue that the Self-
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Other approach is perhaps too crude to take in the much more complex representation 
of Turkey in political discourse. For example: the majority of news organisations in the 
British media were in favour of 7XUNH\¶Vmembership of the EU.2 The tone of coverage 
was mostly positive since the British media saw the EU as a predominantly economic 
entity and also as a cosmopolitan union. This representation of the EU, it could be 
argued, is very much a functionalist one. Yet, and at the same time, the very same 
QHZV RUJDQLVDWLRQV FRQWLQXRXVO\ KLJKOLJKWHG 7XUNH\¶V GLIIHUHQFHV IURP (XURSH
including its oriental and religious character. 
 Exploring the representation of Turkey in the British media within a framework 
WKDW KLJKOLJKWV WKH µ6HOI¶ - Europe, Britain - DQG WKH µ2WKHU¶ - Turkey, the Orient - 
overlooks the fact that much of the coverage took a positive YLHZ RI 7XUNH\¶V
membership. We would argue, therefore, that it is necessary to look at the 
representation of Turkey - certainly within the context of the British media - through a 
different lens; not one that ignores the insights and contributions of the Self-Other but 
RQHWKDWKLJKOLJKWVWKHQRWLRQRI µDpositive 2WKHU¶7KHDLPRIWKLVDUWLFOH LVWRGHYHlop 
DQG H[WHQG WKH QRWLRQ RI D µpositive 2WKHU¶ LQ VXFK D ZD\ DV WR SHUPLW XV WR EHWWHU
XQGHUVWDQG WKH UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI 7XUNH\¶V WURXEOHG UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK (XURSH DV
represented in the British press. Rather than seeing that relationship as being 
composed E\ LPPRYDEOH DQG XQFKDQJLQJ RSSRVLWHV WKH QRWLRQ RI µD positive 2WKHU¶
allows for a more nuanced understanding of representations and, in so doing, providing 
DPRUHQXDQFHGFRPPHQWDU\RQ7XUNH\¶VSODFHZLWKLQ(XURSH3. 
  The second part of this paper briefly explores some of the findings from studies 
RIPHGLDFRYHUDJHRI7XUNH\¶VELGWRMRLQWKH(8EHIRUHZHWXUQLQWKH third part of the 
paper, to outlining the idea of µD SRVLWLYH OWKHU¶ as a contribution to a better 
understanding of media content. In the fourth part we provide findings from our own 
study to support our argument. The final part of this paper returns to a discussion of the 
usefulness of the notion to better understand how Turkey-EU relations is represented in 
the British media.  
 
The Existing Literature on the Media Representation of Turkey-EU Relations 
Studies of the media representation of Turkey's EU bid have tended to focus on the 3rd 
October 2005 process when Turkey started its membership negotiations with the EU4. 
Whilst many of WKHVHVWXGLHVGUDZRQWKHLGHDRIWKH2WKHUDQGRQ(GZDUG6DLG¶VZRUN
on Orientalism to explain their findings5, the majority are based on empirical work rather 
than very developed theoretical frameworks. 
 Those studies which specifically focus on the British press show that the general 
tone of the news items published in the UK are, by and large, LQIDYRXURI7XUNH\¶V(8
bid6. This does not mean that the opposition discourse and the drawbacks of Turkish 
membership are not portrayed. For instance, some studies7 show that the Orientalist 
discourse dominates the British coverage on Turkey. Nevertheless, in the British media 
representation of Turkey, the negative and critical elements are always articulated 
alongside a positive overall tone compared to the representation in the Franco-German 
media: 
 
What is indeed striking in the British [media] debate is that all negative arguments 
RQ7XUNH\¶VGHPRFUDWLFGHILFLWVDQGVWDWXVDVDFXOWXUDOPLVILWDUHUHFRJQLVHGE\
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most authors but the conclusions differ profoundly from those of the Turco-
sceptic agenda of continental European debates.8 
  
The reason for the differences between the two can be categorised by Franco-German 
PHGLD¶Vessentialist DQGWKH%ULWLVKPHGLD¶Vfunctionalist understanding of the EU. When 
compared with the British media, the continental European press is more likely to 
designate Turkey as the Other and the recontextualisation of the GLFKRWRPLHV µ2rient 
DQG 2FFLGHQW WUDGLWLRQ DQG PRGHUQLW\ FLYLOLVDWLRQ DQG EDUEDULVP¶ LV more common in 
the news items concerning Turkey-EU relations.9 
 Whilst the differences between the Franco-German axis and the Anglo-Saxon 
perspective highlight the continuing divergence between two different visions of Europe 
± µbetween a politically integrated European federal state (Bundesstaat) and an 
intergovernmental association of sovereign nation-states (Staatenbund¶10 ± they also 
reveal different persSHFWLYHV RQ 7XUNH\ DQG E\ H[WHQVLRQ 7XUNH\¶V SRVVLEOH IXWXUH
within the EU. Rather than seeing Turkey DVVLPSO\ µWKH2WKHU¶ZHZLVKWRDUJXHWKDW
ZHQHHGDPRUHQXDQFHGXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKHSURFHVVRIµ2WKHULQJ¶WKDWDOORZVIRUWKH
SRVVLELOLW\ RI µWKH 2WKHU¶ DOVR KDYLQJ SRVLWLYH DWWULEXWHV 7KLV LW IROORZV ZRXOG WKHQ
permit for a better understanding of the way in which British media represented Turkey 
during its bid for accession. We return to this in our discussion and after we offer an 
H[SORUDWLRQRIWKHQRWLRQRIµDSRVLWLYH2WKHU¶ 
 
µA Positive 2WKHU¶ 
Since Claude Lévi-6WUDXVVLQWURGXFHGWKHWHUPµO¶pJRHW O¶DXWUH¶ WKHFRQFHSWVµWKH6HOI¶
DQGµWKH2WKHU¶KDYHUHFHLYHGVLJQLILFDQWDWWHQWLRQIURPWKRVHZKRH[SORUHWKHTXHVWLRQ
of identity, especially in disciplines such as cultural studies, media studies, international 
relations, sociology and history.11 Most often, the concepts are used to signify 
opposites, to categorise opposites. There are many examples of this. Jean Paul Sartre, 
amongst others, highlighted the importance of the Other in explaining the formation of 
the Self. Foucault put forth the necessity of looking at who the Others are in order to 
understand the sane and the mad.12  
 In the context of a discussion of this paper, one can turn to the work of Edward 
Said to illustrate how he saw the European Self being empowered by degrading its 
Oriental Other13. Other commentators have also drawn attention to this and to the 
consequent differences and clashes between the European Self and its Other and the 
ways in which these have been constructed.14 
 In these, and other ways, the Self has been juxtaposed against the Other; an 
Other that is different, and different and opposite in a negative and foreign way. The 
possibility that the Other may have a positive dimension has been less readily explored 
even though WKH WHUP µDpositive RWKHU¶ZDVFRLQHGDV IDUEDFNDV by Neumann 
and Welsh.15 Our argument is that we can use this term as a useful addition to our 
analytical framework for understanding representations of Turkey in, at the very least, 
British media during the period of its claims to accession. 
 
The Other is not fixed, static or unchanging 
There are several interconnecting ideas that contribute to a discussion of the much 
more nuanced discussion of the Other. Aside from the principle one of the possibility of 
WKH2WKHUEHLQJµDSRVLWLYH2WKHU¶LWLVDOVRLPSRUtant to consider the possibility that the 
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Other - as with the Self - is not permanently fixed but in a continual process of change, 
especially as both face one another in an ever changing global environment. In other 
words, rather than seeing the Self and Other as always remaining the same, it is more 
helpful to see them as in flux and in fluid relationships.  
 $FFRUGLQJWR1HXPDQQDQG:HOVKµ>«@RQHVKRXOGQRWUXOHRXWWKHSRVVLELOLW\RI
turning a traditionally apposite Other into a positive Other, with which one could have 
PXWXDOO\IUXLWIXOLQWHUDFWLRQ¶.16 One example of the way this has been used can be found 
in studies of international relations even though such studies do not refer to it directly. In 
their works on liberal constructivism in International Relations theory Wendt, Rumelili 
and Tekin17 explore the idea that the Other should not always necessarily be seen as a 
GDQJHURXVHQWLW\ ,Q WKLVUHVSHFW µWKHFRQWLQJHQF\DQGWKH WUDQVIRUPDELOLW\¶ [of the self 
and other] are the key points highlighted by liberal constructivists while understanding 
the relationship between the Self and the Other.18 
  $ORQJVLGH WKH LGHDRI µFRQWLQJHQF\¶ WKH LGHD WKDW WKH2WKHU LV UDUHO\HYHU IL[HG
and unchanging has also provided some fruitful avenues of research. Michael Billig 
makes the point that Others - since there are varieties of Others - may have specific 
characteristics and different relationships with the Self and different proximities to the 
Self19. Their non-static character in relation to the Self underpins the IRUPDWLRQ RI µD
positive 2WKHU¶ 
 Such discussions suggest a dynamic character to the practice of Othering in the 
VHQVHWKDWLQWKHZRUGVRI(GZDUG6DLGµHDFKDJHDQGVRFLHW\UHFUHDWHVLWV2WKHUV¶20 
However, such an approach to understanding Others/the Other is at times in 
contradiction to views that seem to express a more fixed and unchanging relationship 
between the Self/Other as in some accounts of SDLG¶V PRUH JHQHUDO GLVFXVVLRQ RI
Orientalism: Hobson, drawing on the work of Said, writes, for example tKDW µWKH
possibility of cosmopolitan interaction between the West and East becomes seemingly 
LPSRVVLEOHJLYHQWKDWWKHIRUPHU¶VLGHQWLW\KDVEHHQGHILQHGQHJDWLYHO\DJDLQVWWKHODWWHU
WKURXJKWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIRULHQWDOLVP¶21 Yet, changes in the world and expectations in 
politics may alter the status of the Other again suggesting a more dynamic process.22  
 7KHG\QDPLFSURFHVVWKHFRQWLQJHQF\DQGWUDQVIRUPDELOLW\LVFDSWXUHGLQ7HNLQ¶V
work23 which illustrates the shifting nature of identification from negative to positive 
which may lead the Other to become an extension of the Self in the long run. For 
instance, the problematic relationships between Germany and France, Britain and 
Europe, and Eastern and Western Europe were resolved in the 20th century.24 
Moreover, Turkey itself is a good example of this type of transformation: 
 
With the demise of the Ottoman Empire in the wake of the 1908 revolution of the 
Young Turks and the defeat in World War I, a representation of Turkey began to 
take shape as a normalizing and modernizing nation and, with its entry into 
NATO, even as a trusted ally. More important, in being represented as a case of 
normalization, the transformation from a sick to a reborn and young body politic 
DOVRPDGHµWKH7XUN¶OHVVFentral as a constitutive other.25 
  
7KHUHVROXWLRQV LQ(XURSHDQG7XUNH\¶V WUDQVIRUPDWLRQFRQFHUQLQJ LWV UHODWLRQVKLSZLWK
the European Self show that political, economic, and geographical circumstances and 
conditions make the Other changeable. Although, as part of its raison d'être, the Other 
should be, to some degree, different from the Self, the relationship between the two 
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does not have to be antagonistic26 nor inferior. According to Tekin, the aim of the Self is 
not to define itself as 
 
dependent on the attribution of absolute negativity, as it has been suggested by 
some earlier constructivist works. In this view, it is the absolute or radical 
difference of the Other that accomplishes its constitutive role in the formation of 
collective identities.27 
  
5DWKHU WKDQ µDEVROXWH QHJDWLYLW\¶ WKH UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI WKH 2WKHr can be seen as a 
µFRQWLQXXP¶.28 
 
Along this continuum, relations of identity and difference, and cooperation and 
conflict are assumed to co-vary. In negative identification, self sees the other as 
different, threatening, and inferior, and their relations are characterised by conflict 
and the ever-present possibility of war. In positive identification, the other is seen 
as similar, and as a non-threatening extension of self, and going to war with the 
other becomes a non-possibility.29 
There are circumstances and conditions where such a continuum cannot exist. For 
instance, if the European Self is associated with essentialist characteristics, the 
transformation of the Other in order to be an extension of the Self would be significantly 
difficult. Moreover, the Other then requires its differences to be assessed by the Self as 
temporary and open to transformation. As Rumelili writes  
 
If difference is constructed to be deriving from inherent characteristics (the other 
as non-VHOI WKHQ WKH SRVVLELOLWLHV IRU FKDQJH LQ WKH µRWKHU¶ DUH E\ GHILQLWLRQ
nonexistent, and the other is placed in a position of permanent difference. If, on 
the other hand, difference is constructed to be deriving from acquired 
characteristics (the other as less self), then, by definition, there is the possibility 
that the other will become like self one day, so the other is only in a position of 
temporary difference.30 
  
Seeing the relationship between the Self and the Other as a continuum does not ignore 
the very existence of Self/Other nexus as they are the actual reason for the emergence 
RIµDpositive 2WKHU¶ 
  Having explained what we mean E\µDpositive 2WKHU¶DQGWKHVLPLODUSRLQWVLQWKH
OLEHUDOFRQVWUXFWLYLVWV¶XQGHUstanding of Self/Other nexus above, it is important to briefly 
discuss here the inadequacy of Orientalism to explain the coverage on Turkey's EU bid 
in the British media. Some of the existing research on the media representation of 
Turkey-EU relations, including the analyses of the British coverage, utilise the notion of 
2ULHQWDOLVPHVSHFLDOO\6DLG¶VOrientalism, in their theoretical background.31 This article 
also benefits from Said's work since it acknowledges Orientalism¶V µFHQWUDO LPSRUWDQFH
for an investigation of representations of the Islamic world (specifically the Near and 
Middle East) as the cultural contestant against which 'the West' first had to define 
LWVHOI¶.32 However, it would not be adequate to set an analytical framework only within a 
view which is interested in an analysis of the exclusion of the Oriental (Turkey) from the 
Occidental (the EU), or exploring the media representation through the clashes between 
the Self and the Other. 
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 7KH ORQJ UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ µ
(XURSH DQG WKH 7XUN
 LV not one of perennial 
mutual hostility, of an undifferentiated Western anti-7XUNLVK SUHMXGLFH >«@¶.33 The 
relations are often influenced by pragmatic expectations from both sides rather than 
only essentialist goals. On the contrary, Orientalism is mainly based on an analysis of a 
political doctrine which makes the differences between the East and the West much 
stronger34 ,W LV SULPDULO\ PRWLYDWHG E\ WKH :HVW¶V UHODWLRQV ZLWK SDUWLFXODUO\ WKH $UDE
Muslims within the colonial and post-colonial circumstances. Therefore, drawing on 
2ULHQWDOLVPRURWKHU WKHRUHWLFDODSSURDFKHVZKLFK IRFXVRQ µRWKHULQJ¶ LQ WKHFRQWH[WRI
Turkey-(8 UHODWLRQV LQ WKH %ULWLVK PHGLD IDLOV WR VHH D FUXFLDO SRLQW FRQFHUQLQJ µWKH
British exceSWLRQDOLVP¶,35 namely the Eurosceptic character of the British media and the 
awkward relationships between the UK and the EU. More importantly, building the 
analysis only as a critique of the Orientalist discourse in the media coverage beforehand 
may slant the research outcomes in a negative way.  
 Consequently, it can be argued that drawing on the Orientalist thought for a study 
on the representation of Turkey-EU relations in the German or Austrian context, where 
µPRUH H[FOXVLYLVW LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI (XURSHDQ LGHQWLW\¶36 exists, would be more 
convenient.37 %HVLGHV HPSOR\LQJ WKH FRPSOHWH YHUVLRQ RI 6DLG¶V DSSURDFK LQ
Orientalism would have been an ideal choice if the case had been on the representation 
RI 0RURFFR¶V (8 ELG LQ WKH )UHQFK RU *HUPDQ PHGLD 7KHUHIRUH, the analytical 
IUDPHZRUNSURSRVHGLQWKHVWXG\UHTXLUHVDQRWLRQZKLFKFDQH[SODLQ7XUNH\¶V(8ELG
LQWKH%ULWLVKFRYHUDJHEH\RQGVLPSO\VD\LQJWKDWµ7XUNH\LVEHLQJRULHQWDOLVHG¶ 
 
Turkey aVµ$Positive 2WKHU¶in the Context of the British Media 
This VHFWLRQ IRFXVHV RQ WKH UDWLRQDOH EHKLQG SRUWUD\LQJ 7XUNH\ DV µD positive 2WKHU¶
drawing on a study of media coverage of Turkey-EU relations between 1999 ± 7XUNH\¶V
acceptance as an official EU membership candidate ± and 2006 when negotiations 
effectively ceased. The investigation is based on a qualitative content analysis, covering 
six important events in six media outlets (See the Appendix for more information on the 
method and sample). 
 
Findings 
6XSSRUW IRU 7XUNH\¶V ELG LQ WKH %ULWLVK PHGLD ZDV RIWHQ VXSSRUWHG E\ FODLPV WKDW LWs 
accession would PDNHWKH:HVWHUQZRUOG¶VLPDJHEHWWHULQWKHH\HVRIWKH0XVOLPZRUOG
or that Turkish membership can make the E8¶VFRPPXQLFDWLRQZLWK WKH ,VODPLFZRUOG
better.38 Prime Minister %ODLU¶VSRVLWLYHFRPPHQWVRQZHOFRPLQJD0XVOLPFRXQWU\WRWKH
EU is a good example of how some British politicians approached the Turkish issue and 
how the media represented it. Blair claimed, for example, WKDW µ>W@KLV LVDJRRGGD\ IRU
(XURSH 7XUNH\ DQG WKH ZLGHU ZRUOG¶39 on the day of the start of EU membership 
negotiations with Turkey. 
 Other examples found in the British media also clarify the reasons for the British 
SROLWLFLDQV¶ VXSSRUW IRU 7XUNLVK PHPEHUVKLS DQG ZK\ 7XUNH\ LV UHSUHVHQWHG DV µD
positive 2WKHU¶If Turkey becomes a member of the EU, it was often stated, µQRORQJHU
will the jihadists be able to speak of the Christian WHVWSLWWHGDJDLQVWWKH0XVOLPUHVW¶.40 
&RUUHVSRQGLQJO\ LQ %ODLU¶V ZRUGV 7XUNLVK PHPEHUVKLS LV µDQ H[DPSOH RI WKH :HVW
V
SRVLWLYHHQJDJHPHQWZLWKWKH0XVOLPZRUOGDWDWLPHRIKHLJKWHQHGWHQVLRQ¶41 He uses 
µwe¶ WKH WKLUG SOXUDO SURQRXQ LQ KLV XWWHUDQFH LQ RUGHU WR H[SODLQ WKDW 0XVOLPV DQG
Christians can cooperate and Turkish membership is an important way to realise his 
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proposal and that µwe FDQ ZRUN WRJHWKHU¶42 7XUNH\¶V WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ LQWR DQ LQ-group 
country is possible if it functions as a conciliator between the East and the West; if, in 
other words, LW UHPDLQVDV µDpositive 2WKHU¶0RUHRYHUDFFRUGLQJ WRDFRPPHQWDU\ LQ
The Guardian 7XUNH\¶V SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ PDQ\ (XURSHDQ HYHQWV µIURP WKH &KDPSLRQV
LeaguHDQGWKH(XURYLVLRQ6RQJ&RQWHVWWR1$72DQGWKH&RXQFLORI(XURSH¶43 proves 
that it is an in-group country. 
 7KH6HOI¶VSRVLWLYHDSSURDFKLQWKLVFDVHWKDWRIWKH8.DQGWKH%ULWLVKPHGLDWR
the Turkish issue is strongly connected to what the British understand from the EU 
project. Turkey is a non-threatening positive Other in the context of its EU bid because 
Britain, the Self, considers the similarities between the two to be minimal in respect of 
the final conditions that they aspire to.44 &RQWLQHQWDO (XURSH¶V KHVLWDWLRQV UHJDUGLQJ
Turkish membership and how the cultural borders of Europe are going to be defined is 
not generally an issue in the UK.45 As a Guardian journalist observed: 
 
Britain and Turkey, in many ways, are not similar societies but they have similar 
relationships to the European project. They are large countries of the periphery. 
They look outward away from Europe as well as inward towards Europe. The 
British look across the Atlantic, the Turks look into the Middle East and the Black 
Sea region. The British are instinctively very comfortable with the notion of a 
country like Turkey being part of the EU but also having other alliances and other 
trading partnerships and other relationships [...].46 
Besides, bHFDXVH RI %ULWDLQ¶V LQFOXVLYH XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI (XURSHDQ LGHQWLW\ 7XUNH\¶V
differences from the EU are degraded into some temporary practicalities. These 
practicalities can be amended according to written values (such as the Copenhagen 
criteria) and finally, the Other can be part of the Self if it fulfils its responsibilities. 
 ,QDGGLWLRQ WRDOO WKHVH7XUNH\¶VRZQFKDUDFWHULVWLFVDOVRFRQWULEXWH WRWKH8.¶V
DQGWKH%ULWLVKPHGLD¶VH[SHFWDWLRQV.H\PDQ¶Vview summarises a long debate: 
 
Turkey with its ability to achieve the co-existence of Islam, secular modernity and 
democracy constitutes an alternative modernity, and it is this characteristic of 
Turkey that creates its recent perception in academic and political discourse as 
an important actor whose experience of modernity should be taken seriously by 
any attempt aiming at going beyond the clash of civilisations, beyond the 
orientalist divide between the West and the East, and more importantly beyond 
the culturally essentialist and fundamentalist desires to codify difference as the 
dangerous Other.47 
  
It can be argued, therefore, that Turkey has been trying to dispose of its representation 
DVµWKH2WKHU¶DWOHDVWVLQFHWKHstart of the Republican period.48 7XUNH\¶Vrepresentation 
concerning its EU bid in the British media can be seen as one of the most suitable 
domains to dispose of 7XUNH\¶VLPDJHDVµWKH(XURSHDQ2WKHU¶ 
 All in all, it can be claimed that the British media tends to cover the issues which 
represent 7XUNH\ DV DQ µ2WKHU¶ LQ WKH (XURSHDQ FRQWH[W +RZHYHU WKH VDPH QHZV
organisations also accept Turkey as a potential member of the European Self due to 
their understanding of the EU and their approach to Turkey-EU relations and/or the UK - 
EU relations per se$FFRUGLQJO\WKHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRI7XUNH\¶V(8PHPEHUVKLSLQWKH
British media exposes that Turkey can become a member of the EU if only the 
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membership is considered by a functionalist approach. This view gives importance to 
the geo-political benefits RI 7XUNLVK PHPEHUVKLS IRU WKH 8. HJ 7XUNH\¶V GXW\ RI
reaching the Muslim world and acting as a bridge between the two worlds. In this way, 
Turkey can be a mediator and the EU can reach out to the Other via Turkey. As a result, 
even though it seems confusing and awkward, the general tone of the content reveals 
WKDW 7XUNH\¶V FKDQFH WR EH SDUW RI WKH (XURSHDQ 6HOI LV GHSHQGHQW RQ 7XUNH\¶V
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV UHODWHG WR LWV µ2WKHUQHVV¶ 7Kese abovementioned points prove that 
7XUNH\¶V(8PHPEHUVKLSLVVXHLQWKHBritish media needs a new approach. Orientalism 
RU6HOI2WKHUQH[XVPHQWLRQHGDQGHPSOR\HG LQ WKHSUHYLRXVVWXGLHVRQ7XUNH\¶V(8
bid are not sufficient to tell the whole story in the British coverage. For that reason, we 
DUJXHWKDWWKHQRWLRQRIµDpositive 2WKHU¶ZRUNed more efficient while contemplating on 
WKHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRI7XUNH\¶V(8ELGLQWKH%ULWLVKPHGLD   
  
Discussion 
This paper has shown that the Other does not have to be a static entity. Its positive 
UHODWLRQVKLSZLWK WKH6HOIDQG WKHFKDQJLQJFLUFXPVWDQFHVZKLFKVXUURXQG WKH2WKHU¶V
characteristics can make the borders between being the Other and being the Self 
SRURXV 7KHUHIRUH WKH QRWLRQ RI µD positive 2WKHU¶ GRHV QRW VLPSO\ UHIHU WR EHLQJ
between the Self and the Other. The notion has to do with an entity that still protects its 
certain characteristics as an Other, but is also transformed itself by meeting a set of 
desired norms (e.g. the Copenhagen criteria) in order to be accepted by the Self. Thus, 
WKH2WKHU¶VHIIRUWVWRPDNHLWVHOIµDpositive 2WKHU¶LVQRWSRVVLEOHEHIRUHWKH6HOIDGPLWV
WKLVWUDQVIRUPDWLRQ,WZDVSURSRVHGLQWKHDUWLFOHWKDW7XUNH\¶V(8ELGGLVFXVVLRQVLQWKH
British media is one of the suitable examples to explain the conditions above. Therefore, 
WKHQRWLRQRIµDpositive 2WKHU¶ZDVHPSOR\HGLQRUGHUWRFRQFHSWXDOLVHKRZ7XUNH\ZDV
represented in the British media. 
 At this stage, it would be meaningful to ask what did the noWLRQ RI µD positive 
2WKHU¶ EULQJ WR WKH H[LVWLQJ NQRZOHGJH LQ 7XUNH\-EU relations and its media 
representation? In brief, this analytical tool allows us to contribute significantly to 
discussions that develop from understandings of the Self/Other nexus and Orientalism. 
In doing so, we are able to move away from studies which only refer to how Turkey is 
unmercifully orientalised. Employing the notion RI µDSRVLWLYH2WKHU¶DVZHGR offers a 
different way to interpret the data about Turkey-EU relations and/or its representation in 
the British media per se. The approach grounds itself in the different view of the British 
media compared to the coverage in continental Europe. This point is significantly related 
to a specific context, where particular representations emerged alongside particular 
approaches to WKH (8 LQ JHQHUDO µFunctionalist¶ DQG µessentialist¶ DSSURDFKHV ZHUH
employed in the article in order to distinguish different understandings of the EU. It was 
clearly shown that the overall British coverage evaluates the EU affairs in general with a 
functionalist approach. This type of understanding has an immense influence on the 
IRUPDWLRQRI7XUNH\¶VPHGLDUHSUHVHQWDWLRQDVµDpositive 2WKHU¶LQWKH%ULWLVKFRYHUDJH 
 By means of this functionalist approach, when the British media represents 
7XUNH\ DV µD positive 2WKHU¶ LW QRW RQO\ VKDSHV WKH UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI 7XUNH\ DV DQ
Eastern or Western country, it also serves to protect the British identity vis-à-vis the EU 
identity. By portraying a type of Turkey which is suitable for the European Self, the 
British media proposes that the EU identity can be shaped according to British interests. 
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7KHUHIRUHRQHFDQDUJXHWKDW7XUNH\¶VUHSUHVHQWDWLRQLQWKH%ULWLVKPHGLDDVµDpositive 
2WKHU¶LVILUVWO\XVHIXOIRUWKH8.¶VXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKH(8DQGLWVFRQIURQWDWLRQZLWKWKH
Franco-*HUPDQ D[LV LQ WKH 8QLRQ 7KLV GRHV QRW KDYH WR GR ZLWK WKH %ULWLVK PHGLD¶V
employment of Turkey in a context of Self/Other nexus as a way to strengthen its British 
identity versus the Oriental. Instead, the British media creates its own image of how the 
(8LGHQWLW\VKRXOGEHE\XWLOLVLQJWKHGLVFXVVLRQVRQ7XUNH\¶V(8ELG 
 All in all, the article claims WKDWWKHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRI7XUNH\¶V(8PHPEHUVKLSLQ
the British coverage cannot be understood by only employing the theoretical 
GLVFXVVLRQVFRYHULQJWKH2ULHQWDOLVWWKRXJKWRU6HOI2WKHUQH[XV7XUNH\¶VVSHFLDOVWDWXV
EHWZHHQ WKH (DVWHUQ DQG:HVWHUQ ZRUOG WKH 8.¶V DZNZDUG UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK WKH (8
DQGWKH%ULWLVKPHGLD¶VRYHUDOO(XURVFHStic approach to EU affairs constitute a perfect 
GRPDLQ WR DSSO\ WKH QRWLRQ RI µD positive 2WKHU¶ 7KHUHIRUH LW LV D QHFHVVLW\ IRU WKH
VWXGLHVGHDOLQJZLWK WKHPHGLD UHSUHVHQWDWLRQRI7XUNH\
V(8ELG WRGUDZRQ µSRVLWLYH
RWKHULQJ¶LQRUGHUWRFRQFHSWXDOLVH 7XUNH\¶VDIRUHPHQWLRQHGVSHFLDOVWDWXVLQWKH%ULWLVK
media. EYHQWKRXJKWKHUHSUHVHQWDWLRQLQWKHFRQWHQWDSSHDUVWREHVXSSRUWLQJ7XUNH\¶V
EU bid in general, one can argue that this is not because Turkey is a bona fide 
European country for the British media. For this reason, it can be claimed that the 
%ULWLVK PHGLD¶V VXSSRUW IRU 7XUNLVK PHPEHUVKLS LV QRW JHQXLQH EXW VWUDWHJLF DQG
pragmatic. Consequently, bearing in mind all the discussions in the article, the British 
media tells us that Turkey is different but not an enemy. Turkey is an Other but a 
µpositive¶RQH 
 
 
Disclosure statement 
No potential conflict of interest was reported by authors. 
 
                                               
Notes 
1.    8%HFNDQG*'HODQW\ µ(XURSHIURPDFRVPRSROLWDQSHUVSHFWLYH¶ LQ*'HODQW\HG Europe and 
Asia Beyond East and West, Routledge, Oxon, UK, 2006, pp. 11-%7HNLQµ7KHFRQVWUXFWLRQRI
7XUNH\
VSRVVLEOH(8PHPEHUVKLS LQ)UHQFKSROLWLFDOGLVFRXUVH¶. Discourse & Society, 19(6), 2008, 
pp. 727-763; 6 $NVR\ µ7KH SURVSHFW RI 7XUNH\¶V (8 PHPEHUVKLS DV UHSUHVHQWHG LQ WKH %ULWLVK
newspapers The Times and The Guardian, 2002±¶Journal of European Studies, 39(4), 2009, 
pp. 469-506; $ :LPPHO µ%H\RQG WKH %RVSKRUXV" &RPSDULQJ SXEOLF GLVFRXUVHV RQ 7XUNH\¶V (8
DSSOLFDWLRQLQWKH*HUPDQ)UHQFKDQG%ULWLVKTXDOLW\SUHVV¶Journal of Language and Politics, 8(2), 
2009, pp. 223- ,.\OVWDG µ7XUNH\DQGWKH(8$ µQHZ¶(XURSHDQLGHQWLW\ LQ WKHPDNLQJ"¶LSE 
µ(XURSH LQ 4XHVWLRQ¶ 'LVFXVVLRQ 3DSHU 6HULHV 1R   5HWULHYHG IURP
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/europeanInstitute/LEQS/LEQSPapers.aspx (2 December 2011); S. 
Papathanassopoulos and R. Negrine, European Media: Structures, Policies and Identity, Polity, 
Cambridge, 2011. 
2.   . gNWHP µ%ULWLVK 3HUFHSWLRQV RQ 7XUNH\¶V (8 $FFHVVLRQ 3URVSHFWV (XURVFHSWLFLVP DQG 7XUFR-
SKLOLD"¶Occasional Paper No. 6/05. South East European Studies at Oxford (SEESOX) European 
Studies Centre. 2005, Retrieved from http://www.sant.ox.ac.uk/seesox/occasional 
papers/RNWHPSGI  0DUFK  7 .RHQLJ HW DO µ0HGLD )UDPLQJV RI WKH ,VVXH RI 7XUNLVK
$FFHVVLRQ WR WKH (8¶ Innovation, 19(2), 2006, pp. 149- 5 1HJULQH µ,PDJLQLQJ 7XUNH\¶
Journalism, 9(5), 2008, pp. 624-645. 
3.    The article's ontological standpoint is not that the EU is the zenith of democracy and human rights in 
the world. The recent economic turmoil and the refugee crisis have shown how much the EU is 
divided and powerless at times of crisis. However, the paper acknowledges that the EU is one of the 
most successful peace projects in the last century. Moreover, the EU has played / is playing an 
10 
                                                                                                                                                       
important role in enhancing the quality of Turkish democracy as Turkey's internal dynamics have 
never been a sufficient motivator on their own. In other respects, it is important to acknowledge that 
significant changes have taken place in the political and economic environments of both Turkey and 
the EU since talks about integration stalled in 2006. In the case of Turkey, these changes have 
prevented it from playing a more active part in Brussels as it has been pre-occupied with such issues 
DVWKHµSUREOHPDWLF¶HOHFWLRQRILWV3UHVLGHQWLQ, the Ergenekon case, the Arab Spring, alleged 
FRUUXSWLRQVFDQGDOV LQJRYHUQPHQWDGUDPDWLFVSOLWEHWZHHQ(UGR÷DQDQG*OHQ WKHZDU LQ6\ULD
and the refugee crisis, and the recent renewal of military operations against the PKK. 
4.   inter alia: Öktem, op FLW ( %DúWUN-$NFD DQG 6 <ÕOPD]WUN µ7XUNLVK LPDJH LQ WKH (8 PHGLD
7XUNH\¶V UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ WKURXJK WKH UG 2FWREHU SURFHVV¶ LQ Communication in the Millennium 
Symposium Book, $QDGROXhQLYHUVLWHVL<D\ÕQODUÕ(VNLúHKLUSS-65; C. ChristensHQ µ*RG
VDYHXVIURPWKH,VODPFOLFKHV¶British Journalism Review, 17(1), 2006, pp. 65-70; Koenig et al, op. 
cit.; 5 $LVVDRXL µ+LVWRU\ FXOWXUDO LGHQWLW\ DQG GLIIHUHQFH WKH LVVXH RI 7XUNH\
V DFFHVVLRQ WR WKH
European Union in the French national press¶Journal of Southern Europe and the Balkans, 9(1), 
2007, pp. 1-14; <'HYUDQ µ7KH3RUWUD\DORI7XUNH\ LQ WKH%ULWLVK0HGLD2ULHQWDOLVP5HVXUIDFHG¶
Insight Turkey, 9(4), 2007, pp. 100-1HJULQHRSFLW51HJULQHHWDOµ7XUNH\DQGWKH(XURSHDQ
UQLRQ$Q$QDO\VLVRI+RZWKH3UHVVLQ)RXU&RXQWULHV&RYHUHG7XUNH\
V%LGIRU$FFHVVLRQLQ¶
European Journal of Communication, 23(1), 2008, pp. 47-68; Tekin, op. cit.; Aksoy, op. cit.; D. Bryce, 
µ7KH JHQHURXV H[FOXVLRQ RI 2WWRPDQ-Islamic Europe: British press advocacy of Turkish EU 
PHPEHUVKLS¶ Culture and Religion, 10(3), 2009a, pp. 297- % %U\FH µTurkey and Western 
6XEMHFWLYLW\2ULHQWDOLVWRQWRORJ\DQGWKHRFFOXVLRQRI2WWRPDQ(XURSH¶, Doctoral dissertation, 2009b, 
Retrieved from http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin= uk.bl.ethos.518237 (2 December 2011); B. 
.HMDQOÕR÷OX DQG 2 7Dú µ7UN %DVÕQÕQGD $%-7UNL\H øOLúNLOHULQLQ 6XQXPX  $UDOLN  %UNVHO
=LUYHVL¶.OWUYHøOHWLúLP, 12(1), 2009, pp. 39-12UKRQDQG''LPLWUDNRSRXORXµ*UHHN0HGLD¶V
&RYHUDJH RI 7XUNH\¶V $FFHVVLRQ WR WKH (8 DQG 7XUNLVK 0HGLD¶V 6WULNLQJ %DFN¶ LQ 6 $UVODQ HW DO
(eds.), Media, Culture and Identity in Europe, %DKoHúHKLU8QLYHUVLW\ Press, Istanbul, 2009, pp. 216-
 $ 6FKQHHEHUJHU µ&RQVWUXFWLQJ (XURSHDQ ,GHQWLW\ 7KURXJK 0HGLDWHG 'LIIHUHQFH $ &RQWHQW
$QDO\VLVRI7XUNH\¶V(8$FFHVVLRQ3URFHVVLQWKH%ULWLVK3UHVV¶PLATFORM: Journal of Media and 
Communication, 1, 2009, pp. 83-102. Retrieved from http://journals.culture-
communication.unimelb.edu.au/platform/v1_schneeberger.html; Wimmel, op. cit.; K. Bischof et al, 
µ*HQGHU-specific consWUXFWLRQV RI WKH µRWKHU UHOLJLRQ¶ LQ )UHQFK DQG $XVWULDQ GLVFRXUVH RQ 7XUNH\¶V
DFFHVVLRQ WR WKH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ¶ Journal of Language and Politics, 9(3), 2010, pp. 364-392; B. 
Tekin, Representations and Othering in Discourse: The Construction of Turkey in the EU Context, 
-RKQ%HQMDPLQV$PVWHUGDP$)3DNVR\µ'HFHOHUDWLRQRI7XUNH\¶V(8$FFHVVLRQRQ0HGLD
$JHQGD$FDVHVWXG\RQWKH*XDUGLDQFRYHUDJHEHWZHHQDQG¶ øOHWL-ú-im, 14, 2011, pp. 
37-54; Papathanassopoulos and Negrine, op. cit.; H($UFDQµ5HIOHFWLRQVRIWKH7XUNH\LQWKH0LUURU
RI 2ULHQWDOLVP 2ULHQWDOLVW 'LVFRXUVH LQ WKH %ULWLVK 3UHVV 5HJDUGLQJ 7XUNH\¶V (8 0HPEHUVKLS¶, 
Sosyoloji Dergisi, 24(3), 2012, pp. 119-153. 
5.    inter alia: %DúWUN-$NFDDQG<ÕOPD]WUNRSFLW'HYUDQRSFLW%U\FHµ7KHJHQHURXVH[FOXVLRQ¶RS   
FLW%U\FHµ7XUNH\DQG:HVWHUQ6XEMHFWLYLW\¶RSFLW.HMDQOÕR÷OXDQG7DúRSFLW%LVFKRIHWDORS
cit.; Arcan, op. cit. 
6.   gNWHP RS FLW &KULVWHQVHQ RS FLW %DúWUN-$NFD DQG <ÕOPD]WUN Rp. cit.; Koenig et al, op. cit.; 
1HJULQH RS FLW 1HJULQH HW DO RS FLW $NVR\ RS FLW %U\FH µ7KH JHQHURXV H[FOXVLRQ¶ RS FLW
%U\FH µ7XUNH\ DQG :HVWHUQ 6XEMHFWLYLW\¶ RS FLW 6FKQHHEHUJHU RS FLW :LPPHO RS FLW $ )
3DNVR\ µ'HFHOHUDWLRQRI7XUNH\¶V(8$FFHVVLRQRQ0HGLD$JHQGD$FDVHVWXG\RQ WKH*XDUGLDQ
FRYHUDJH EHWZHHQ  DQG ¶ øOHWL-ú-im, 14, 2011, pp. 37-54; Papathanassopoulos and 
Negrine, op. cit. 
7.     Devran, op. cit.; Arcan, op. cit. 
8.     Öktem, op. cit. 
9.     Bischof et al, op. cit. 
10.   Wimmel, op. cit. 
11.  1&ULVV µ(XURSHDQG7XUNH\'RHV5HOLJLRQ0DWWHU"¶ LQ'-XQJDQG&5DXGYHUHHGV Religion, 
3ROLWLFVDQG7XUNH\¶V(8$FFHVVLRQPalgrave, New York, NY, 2008, pp. 67-89.  
 
11 
                                                                                                                                                       
12.  ,1HXPDQQDQG-:HOVK µ7KH2WKHULQ(XURSHDQVHOI-definition: an addendum to the literature on     
LQWHUQDWLRQDOVRFLHW\¶Review of International Studies, 17, 1991, pp.327-348. 
13.  E. Said, Orientalism, Penguin Books, London, 2003. 
14.  inter alia: NeuPDQQ	:HOVKRSFLW6+DOOµ7KH:HVWDQGWKH5HVW'LVFRXUVHDQG3RZHU¶LQ6
Hall et al. (eds.), Modernity: An introduction to Modern Societies, Polity, Cambridge, 1995, pp. 184-
.5RELQVµ,QWHUUXSWLQJ,GHQWLWLHV7XUNH\(XURSH¶LQ6+DOODnd P. du Gay (eds.), Questions of 
Cultural Identity, Sage, London, 1996, pp. 61- , 1HXPDQQ µ6HOI DQG 2WKHU LQ ,QWHUQDWLRQDO
5HODWLRQV¶ European Journal of International Relations, 2(2), 1996, pp. 139-174; S. Hall (ed), 
Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices, Sage, London, 1997; E. Said, 
Covering Islam9LQWDJH/RQGRQ%6WUnWKµ$(XURSHDQ,GHQWLW\7RWKH+LVWRULFDO/LPLWVRID
&RQFHSW¶European Journal of Social Theory, 5(4), 2002, pp. 387-6DLGµ2ULHQWDOLVP¶, op. cit.; H. 
.|VHEDODEDQ µ7KH 3HUPDQHQW ³2WKHU´" 7XUNH\ DQG WKH 4XHVWLRQ RI (XURSHDQ¶ Identity 
Mediterranean Quarterly, 18(4), 2007, pp. 87-66WUDVVHUµ(XURSH¶V2WKHU¶European Societies, 
10(2), 2008, pp. 177-7HNLQµ7KHFRQVWUXFWLRQRI«¶RSFLW%U\FHµ7KHJHQHURXVH[FOXVLRQ¶RS
FLW%U\FHµ7XUNH\DQG:HVWHUQ6XEMHFWLYLW\¶RSFLW7HNLQµ5HSUHVHQWDWLRQV«¶RSFLW 
15.   Neumann and Welsh, op. cit. 
16.   Ibid., p.331. 
17.  $ :HQGW µ&ROOHFWLYH ,GHQWLW\ )RUPDWLRQ DQG WKH ,QWHUQDWLRQDO 6WDWH¶ American Political Science   
Review, 88(2), 1994, pp. 384- % 5XPHOLOL µ&RQVWUXFWLQJ LGHQWLW\ DQG UHODWLQJ WR GLIIHUHQFH
XQGHUVWDQGLQJWKH(8¶VPRGHRIGLIIHUHQWLDWLRQ¶Review of International Studies, 30, 2004, pp. 27±
7HNLQµ5HSUHVHQWDWLRQV«¶RSFLW 
18.  Rumelili, op. cit. 
19.  M. Billig, Banal Nationalism, Sage, London, 1995. 
20.  7HNLQµ5HSUHVHQWDWLRQV«¶RSFLWS 
21.  -+REVRQ µ5HYHDOLQJ WKHFRVPRSROLWDQVLGHRI Oriental Europe: The eastern origins of European 
FLYLOLVDWLRQ¶LQ*'HODQW\HGEurope and Asia Beyond East and West, Routledge, Oxon, UK, 2006, 
pp. 107. 
22.  3 3HWHUVRR µ5HFRQVLGHULQJ RWKHUQHVV FRQVWUXFWLQJ (VWRQLDQ LGHQWLW\ Nations and NationalisP¶, 
13(1), 2007, pp. 117±133. 
23.  7HNLQµ5HSUHVHQWDWLRQV«¶RSFLWS 
24.  Ibid., p.176. 
25.  I. Neumann, 8VHVRIWKH2WKHU³7KH(DVW´ LQ(XURSHDQ,GHQWLW\)RUPDWLRQ, University of Minnesota 
Press, Minneapolis, MN, 1999. p.60. 
26.  Rumelili, op. cit.; Petersoo, op. cit., p.120. 
27.  7HNLQµ5HSUHVHQWDWLRQV«¶RSFLWS 
28.  7HNLQµ5HSUHVHQWDWLRQV«¶RSFLWSDOVR:HQGWRSFLW5XPHOLOLRSFLW 
29.  Rumelili, op. cit., p.34. 
30.  Ibid., p.37. 
31.  inter alia: %DúWUN-$NFDDQG<ÕOPD]WUNRSFLW'HYUDQRSFLW.HMDQOÕR÷OXDQG7DúRSFLW%LVFKRI
et al, op. cit.; Arcan, op. cit. 
32.  %U\FHµ7XUNH\DQG:HVWHUQ6XEMHFWLYLW\¶RSFLWS 
33.  %U\FHµ7XUNH\DQG:HVWHUQ6XEMHFWLYLW\¶RSFLWS 
34.  Said, µ2ULHQWDOLVP¶S 
35.  $ 6PLWK µ6HW LQ WKHVLOYHU VHD¶(QJOLVK 1DWLRQDO ,GHQWLW\DQG(XURSHDQ ,QWHJUDWLRQ¶ LQ Workshop 
3URFHHGLQJV µ1DWLRQDO ,GHQWLW\DQG(XURVFHSWLFLVP$&RPSDULVRQ%HWZHHQ)UDQFHDQG WKH8QLWHG
Kingdom, 2005, Oxford. Retrieved from http://oxpo.politics.ox.ac.uk/materials/national_identity/ 
Smith_Paper.pdf 0D\DOVRVHH00DUFXVVHQDQG.5RVFKHUµ7KH6RFLDO&RQVWUXFWLRQRI
³(XURSH´ /LIH-Cycles of Nation-6WDWH ,GHQWLWLHV LQ)UDQFH*HUPDQ\DQG*UHDW%ULWDLQ¶ LQ%6WUnWK
(ed), Europe and the Other and Europe as the Other, Peter Lang, Brussels, 2000, p.345. 
36.  Schneeberger, op. cit., p.100. 
37.  6HH&5DPPµ7KHµVLFNPDQ¶EH\RQG(XURSHWKHRULHQWDOL]DWLRQRI7XUNH\DQG7XUNLVKLPPLJUDQWV
LQ (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ DFFHVVLRQ GLVFRXUVHV LQ *HUPDQ\¶ LQ * +XJJDQ DQG , /Dw (eds.), Racism 
Postcolonialism Europe, Liverpool University Press, Liverpool, 2009, pp.102-115.  
38.  The Guardian (2005, October 8) World affairs: Turkish delight? p.8; The Daily Mail (2002, December 
14) French wreck Blair bid to speed Turkish entry. p.2. 
12 
                                                                                                                                                       
 
39.  The Daily Mirror (2004, December 18) PM in EU Talks deal for Turks. p.2. 
40.  The Guardian (2005, October 8) World affairs: Turkish delight? p.8. 
41.  The Daily Mail (2005, September 30) EU rebellion could slam door on Turks. p.10. 
42. The Daily Telegraph (2004, December 18) EU offer to Turkey 'a triumph for tolerance and world    
peace'. p.14. 
43.  The Guardian (2006, December 2) We are only two weeks from an existential 
       explosion. p.37. 
44.  7HNLQµ5HSUHVHQWDWLRQV«¶RSFLW 
45.  (/D]DURX µ$ µ(XURSHDQ ,GHQWLW\¶ IRU7XUNH\"7KHRUHWLFDO$SSURDFKHV+LVWRULFDO%DFNJURXQGDQG           
&XUUHQW&KDOOHQJHV¶ A paper published by Hellenic Centre for European Studies, 2010, Retrieved 
from http://ekemprogram.org/seeurope_gr/images/ stories/keim.ergasias/ekempapermarch10.pdf (29 
October 2011). 
46.   Personal interview with a Guardian journalist, London, 2011. 
47.  ).H\PDQ µ7XUNH\EHWZHHQ(XURSHDQG$VLD¶ LQ*'HODQW\ HG Europe and Asia Beyond East      
and West, Routledge, Oxon, UK, 2006, p.206. 
48.   Aksoy, op. cit., p.471. 
 
 
Notes to contributors 
Alaaddin F. Paksoy KROGV%$GHJUHHVLQމ-RXUQDOLVPމDQGމ&LQHPDDQG7HOHYLVLRQމIURP
Anadolu University, Turkey. He finished his M.A. degree in 2007 at Stockholm 
University, Sweden. In 2012, he completed his PhD in Journalism Studies at the 
University of Sheffield, the UK. At the moment, he works as an assistant professor at 
Department of Journalism, Anadolu University (corresponding author). 
 
Contact: afpaksoy@gmail.com 
 
Ralph Negrine is Professor of Political Communication in the Department of Journalism 
Studies, University of Sheffield. His main teaching and research areas cover the 
relationship between media and politics. 
 
Contact: r.negrine@sheffield.ac.uk 
 
Appendix: Method and Sample 
Empirical findings were collected by using a qualitative content analysis on news items. 
The answers gathered were coded on NVivo, qualitative analysis software, so as to 
make connections efficiently between different coded materials. The sample selection 
for this study was based around six important events in Turkey-EU relations between 
1999 when Turkey was accepted as an official EU membership candidate and 2006 
when membership negotiations were damaged by the port crisis between Turkey and 
Cyprus. In order to place these events in context, one week before and one week after 
the events were included in the time sample. Sundays were excluded. The media 
outlets that were chosen for the study are The Guardian, The Daily Telegraph, Financial 
Times (the FT, London edition), the Daily Mail, the Daily Mirror and BBC News Online. 
